
Part 1

The Value and Importance of Philosophy



 20th Century American novelist-philosopher (1905-1982)

 Born in Russia; emigrated in 1926

 Not an ‘academic’

 Famous works:

 Anthem (1938 (UK)/1946 (US))

 The Fountainhead (1945)

 Atlas Shrugged (1957)



 Talk at West Point, US Military Academy in 1974.

 Focus: the importance of philosophy

 Not: eh, who needs that! 

 Who Needs It? You do.



 Rand starts with a short (very short) story about 
an astronaut. Why?
 She’s a fiction writer; something deeper?

 What is the astronaut’s situation?
 Crashes on alien planet

 Trapped; unsure how to react/deal

 Faces a situation where he needs to address three questions:
 Where am I?

 How can I discover it?

 What should I do?

 Astronaut evades these questions. The Result?

 “never heard from again”

Source: http://digital-art-gallery.com/picture/15260



 We all face the same situation: need to answer these questions.

 Questions:

 Where am I?

 How can I know it?

 What should I do?

 Answers:  “underlie man’s every thought, feeling and action”

 Philosophy is the only way to answer them.



 Where am I? What kind of existence is this?
 Metaphysics

 The study of the ultimate nature of reality

 Focus: properties, characteristics of any thing that exists

 How do I know it? 
 Epistemology 

 The study of knowledge

 Focus: nature of knowledge; what justifies it; certainty; 

 What should I do?
 Ethics/Politics

 The study of the code of values that guide our choices and actions

 Focus: right/wrong; good/bad; virtues/values; 

Source: http://www.the-universe.ie/



Part 2

The Value and Importance of Philosophy



 Three questions: 

 Where am I?

 How can I know it?

 What should I do?

 What makes philosophy different?

 Religion:

 Basis for answering

 Religion: faith/revelation

 Philosophy: reason, logic, evidence



 Philosophy: more fundamental/basic

 Science: specialized focus

 Science: seeks causal explanations

 Philosophy: asks what is ‘cause’?
https://sites.google.com/a/bbhcsd.org/mrs-postma-science/



 Why does he end up lost forever?

 He refuses to answer these questions.

 What happens when we evade these questions?

 Death seems unlikely.

 Self-Doubt/Anxiety







 Why does he end up lost forever?

 He refuses to answer these questions.

 What happens when we evade these questions?

 Death seems unlikely.

 Self-Doubt/Anxiety

 Surrender of Autonomy





 Everyone!

 Why?

 “In order to be able to deal with concrete, particular, real-life problems—i.e., in 
order to be able to live on earth.” 

 Everyone has a ‘philosophy’ already.

 Rush: “If you choose not to decide you still have made a choice”

 We have ready-made answers; but don’t know if they are the right ones.

 But not getting them right can have dire consequences so:

 Philosophy teaches us to examine these questions and seek out better answers.


